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Godâ€™s love has the power to change lives. Christians, then, should exhibit the greatest

transformation of all because, rightly understood and cherished, Godâ€™s love makes them

increasingly more like the One who has lavished his love on them. So why do we so often struggle

to exhibit Godâ€™s love?Biblical counselor Elyse M. Fitzpatrick asks one simple question: â€œIn

your pursuit of godliness, have you left Jesus behind?â€• We need to be rescued from our

â€œidentity amnesiaâ€• and pointed to our true identity as Godâ€™s beloved childrenâ€”adopted by

the Father, united with the Son, and empowered by the Holy Spirit. Fitzpatrick shows how a genuine

transformation of identity leads to a transformation of our daily lives.Those who struggle with either

legalism or lawlessness will find encouragement to return to Godâ€™s love, the source of authentic

and lasting change.
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In her latest book, Because He Loves Me, Elyse Fitzpatrick asks an interesting question: In your

pursuit of godliness, have you left Jesus behind? You may be wondering, how is that possible? Do

you remember the biblical account of Mary and Joseph's return to Nazareth following their

celebration of Passover in Jerusalem? After a day's journey, they realized that Jesus was not with

them. They hurried back to the city and found him in the temple, speaking with the teachers.

Fitzpatrick uses this story to illustrate what many Christians do in their relationships with Jesus. "By

definition, we Christians joyously celebrate our Passover Lamb, our salvation with Jesus, but then,

like his parents, we eagerly head on back to Nazareth, back to living out our beliefs without a



conscious awareness or acknowledgment of his presence. Of course, we assume that he is

somewhere nearby. We haven't felt his absence because we're so preoccupied with living life for

him" She goes on to clarify, "What I am saying is that once we've been saved, once we've

understood and accepted the message of the gospel, the person and work of the Redeemer

becomes secondary to what we're focused on -- living the Christian life." Because He Loves Me is

written for the Christian who thinks the gospel is just for "getting saved," who knows he is supposed

to be different, but isn't seeing the transformation he expected, or who wonders about the difference

Jesus is supposed to make in his daily life. Fitzpatrick teaches Christians how the gospel is central

to everything.The book is divided into two parts: How God's Love Transforms Our Identity and How

God's Love Transforms Our Life. In the first section, Fitzpatrick does something very interesting.
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